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VENEZUELAN HERO N KI NGPI N
SENTENCED TO OVER 21 YEARS | N FEDERAL PRI SON

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced today that LU S ALBERTO
| BARRA, a/k/a "Jacobo," a/k/a "El Gordo," al/k/a "Henry Jose
Teran," was sentenced | ate yesterday afternoon by United States
District Judge ROBERT P. PATTERSON to 262 nonths' inprisonment.
| BARRA was the head of a heroin trafficking organization based in
Venezuel a (the “Organi zation”) responsible for inporting nore
than 700 kil ogranms of heroin into the United States since 2001.
Judge PATTERSON issued an order forfeiting $70 mllion, the
approxi mat e anount of proceeds derived fromthe offense.

At present, 17 nenbers of the Organi zati on have been
arrested, and nore than 30 kil ograns of heroin seized in what has
been descri bed by Venezuel an and United States | aw enforcenent as
one of the largest joint heroin prosecutions ever brought.
| BARRA was formally extradited from Curacao on Novenber 9, 2004,
and pl eaded guilty on February 14, 2005.

The charges were the result of a joint investigation



i nvol vi ng cooperation between the Organized Crine Drug

Enf or cenent Task Force ("OCDETF"), the Drug Enforcenent
Adm ni stration (“DEA’), Bureau of Inmmgration and Custons
Enforcenment ("BICE"), the New York City Police Departnent
(“NYPD’), and the New York State Police, together with the
Venezuel an Judi cial Police.

According to a two-count Indictnment and the fornmal
request for extradition (the "Extradition Package"), |BARRA used
human couriers recruited primarily in Caracas, Venezuela to
smuggl e heroin into the United States from Venezuel a by either
ingesting pellets of heroin or carrying suitcases in which heroin
had been secreted. According to the Indictnent, in order to
facilitate the couriers' travel from Venezuel a, the Organi zation
paid a | aw enforcenent officer who worked at the Sinon Bolivar
I nternational Airport in Caracas, Venezuela, approximtely $2,500
to $3,500 per courier per trip. In return, the |aw enforcenent
officer allegedly would ensure that the couriers would clear
t hrough any security checks at the airport, and intercede if any
ot her | aw enforcenent officer detained one of the couriers.

The Indictnent and the Extradition Package further
all ege that I1BARRA's couriers would travel by airplane to the
United States and then check into a hotel; once the couriers
reached their final destination, they would call |BARRA who
woul d then contact the | ocal co-conspirators who woul d then

retrieve the heroin.



As part of the investigation, nine of |BARRA s couriers
have been arrested attenpting to smuggle heroin into the United
States, resulting in the seizure of nore than 30 kil ograns of
heroin. These arrests were made in airports in Queens, New York;
Atl anta, CGeorgia;, Mam, Florida; and Houston, Texas. All of
| BARRA' s couriers have pled guilty, and | BARRA s chi ef manager,
Li ddy Moya, a/k/a "Beatrice Ruguiero,” who was al so extradited
from Curacao, also pled guilty and was sentenced by Judge
PATTERSON on May 3, 2005 to a prison sentence of 210 nonths.
According to the Extradition Package, | BARRA was arrested by the
Korps Politie Curacao, in Curacao, Netherlands Antilles, pursuant
to a provisional arrest warrant. At the tine of his arrest,
| BARRA was carrying a fal se Venezuel an passport.

M . KELLEY praised the cooperative investigative
efforts of the DEA, BICE, OCDETF, the NYPD, the New York State
Police, the Korps Politie Curacao, and the Venezuel an Judi ci al
Pol i ce.

Assi stant United States Attorneys NEIL M BAROFSKY and

MARC BERGER are in charge of the prosecution.
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